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briefNEWSbrief
August 2017 
Membership:
1. If someone wants to include news in this “brief” please get it to me on the last Thursday of the month before it is published.
2. I often get the question: “What are the benefits of membership”. The short answer is: “You owe it to the industry, your livelihood, to give back something” and the other one is: “You only get something out of it if you put something into it” (Not money, but growth)
Upcoming events:
1. Our next membership meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 8/8/17 at the Glacier Brew House The AMCA/ASHRAE golf tournament is our September meeting.

2. The ASHRAE/AMCA golf tournament is scheduled for Friday 9/1/2017. Invitations have gone out and we have ten teams and three sponsors so far. It is still early, but the sign-up deadline is only two weeks away. Don’t wait till the last minute. Registration forms are on our website: www.amcaanc.com. Get your company in there too! There are many benefits in networking.
3. Our continuing education classes for the administrator’s licenses are scheduled for October 2 and 3, 2017. The specifics have been send and registration forms are on the website: www.amcaanc.com.
4. The State convention is scheduled for February 4-9/2018. Information and registration forms are on the website: www.amcaanc.com as well. We do appreciate suggestions for programs and/or activities. 

National news:

MCAA news:
1. MCAA resources will help you prepare for the enforcement of OSHA’s Silica Rule which will become enforceable on September 23, 2017.

2. The MCAA’s 2017 GREATFUTURESFORUM will take place September 28-30 in Indianapolis IN. It brings together the top students in mechanical engineering, construction management, architectural engineering and other disciplines related to our industry from colleges and universities across the U.S. and Canada. A career fair is included. More information available from Ann Mattheis, MCAA director of career development, amattheis@mcaa.org. The mechanical contractors of Fairbanks are sponsoring a team from U.A.F.
3. The 2017 Field Leadership Conference is 10/11-13/2017 in Philadelphia, PA.
4. The MSCA Annual Education Conference is 10/15-18 at Boca Raton, FL.
5. The 2017 updated edition of the UA/MCAA Labor Relations Conference will be held on 11/14-15 at the Mirage hotel in Las Vegas. 11/14 will feature a reception and 11/15 will have an all-day substantial program. This marks the return of the joint UA/MCAA Labor Relations Conference last held in 2008.
 SMACNA news:

1. The 74th SMACNA annual convention is scheduled for 10/22-25/2017 at the Grand Wailea and Wailea Beach Marriott resorts in Maui, Hawaii. The annual business meeting will take place on 10/25/2017 at 8.00 A.M. There is an extensive program of seminars and other activities.
2. Rich Marker, president of SMACNA contractor All Metals Fabrication advises specialty contractors looking to diversify to consider the food processing market. They found that diversification is a key component in mitigating the risks of an economic downturn. Food processing work is subject to ebbs and flows, he said, but it has strong resilience even when other market sectors are plummeting. We think that is because people like to eat.

3. Our neighbor: SMACNA-WW has just started to publish a newsletter: Sheetmetal Journal of Western Washington. Information at www.sheetmetaljournal.com.

4. It is not too early to think about the 2018 Business Management University, scheduled for 2/25 to 3/1/2018 in Tempe, AZ.
Local events, Training, and Publications:
1. The IAPMO 88th Annual Education and Business Conference will be held in Anchorage on September 24-28. Information at IAPMO.com
2. The Anchorage Chamber of Commerce program is: 8/14; Your Airport.
3. Skillpath seminars has scheduled the How to Excel at Managing and Supervising People training in Anchorage on 12-13 October.
4. The Labor Arbitration Institute presents “Labor Law and Labor Arbitration” on Friday 11/17/2017 in Seattle WA. 

5. News from “Malwarebytes: Last June 27 many businesses around the world were hit by a new Petya-esque ransomware attack. Tens of thousands of infections have been reported globally, just one month after the WanaCryptOr outbreak. Because of your interest in Malwarebytes, wee alerting you of this outbreak. If you are using traditional signature based security, you are at risk. Malwarebytes customers were protected against this specific ransomware variant. Our anti-ransomweare technology uses a dedicated real time detection and blocking engine that continuously monitors for ransomware behaviors, like those seen Petya-esque. We can do this because Malwarebytes has the best-informed telemetry powered by intelligence from millions of users. This Petra-esque ransomware is more powerful, professional and dangerous than last month’s WanaCrytOr attack and uses the same EternalBlue exploit to target vulnerabilities in Microsoft operating systems. However thus ransomware uses an MBR (Master Boot Record) locker, which prevents the computer from rebooting. This attack can spread laterally, infecting multiple systems within the organization. It does not have a kill switch like WanaCryptOr, so there’s no simple end to the outbreak
We recommend doing business with our associate members; they are alphabetically:

Alaska Industrial Hardware Inc., Almex Alaska LLC, Alaska Roteq Corporation, Behrends Mechanical Inc., Denali Industrial Supply Inc., Fergusson Enterprises Inc., Frontier Plumbing & Supply, Gordon & Assoc. Inc., Holladay-Parks Inc., Hollabaugh Brothers & Assoc., James P. Sheldon Co. Inc., Keller Supply Co., MBA Consulting Engineers, Mechanical Sales Inc., Mechanical Solutions Inc., Mechanical Solutions N.W., Pac. West Sales Inc., Parker Smith & Feek, Proctor Sales, Puget Sound Pipe & Supply, Repco. Northwest, Schmolck Mechanical Contractors Inc., Stinebaugh & Co., Suntoya Corporation, Trane Co., Uponor Inc., Vertiv Co. Victaulic Inc. 
PO Box 92950 – Anchorage, Alaska 99509

   FAX  1-907-222-5988    amca@gci.net


